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http://core.ecu.edu/umc/Munster/ 
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• Poetry 

The “Raleigh window” preserved 

The Faerie Queene	

Canto IX���

���
X	


And now faire Phoebus gan decline in haste	

His weary wagon to the western vale,	


Whenas they spide a goodly castle, plaste	

Foreby a river in a pleasaunt dale;	


Which choosing for that evens hospitale,	

They thether marcht: but when they came in sight,	


And from their sweaty coursers did avale,	

They found the gates fast barred long ere night,	

And every loup fast lockt, as fearing foes despight.	


	

XXVII	


Thence she them brought into a stately hall,	

Wherein were many tables fayre dispred	

And ready dight with drapets festivall,	

Against the viaundes should be ministred.	

At th’ upper end there sate, yclad in red	

Downe to the ground, a comely personage	

That in his hand a white rod menaged:	

He steward was, hight Diet; rype of age,	


And in demeanure sober, and in counsell sage.	

	

	

	


	


Elevations provided  by archaeologist Dr. Eric Klingelhofer 

Joyce’s drawings 

 Going to the Source 

Many of the houses and castles from 
the period, including buildings 
directly associated with Raleigh and 
Spenser, still stand in whole or in 
ruin. The website refers to some of 
these, as well as provides links to 
other sites addressing these authors 
and topics. The main focus is on 
Spenser’s home at Kilcolman. 

Map (above) by Francis 
Jobson of the Munster 
Plantation (ca. 1590). 
 
Spenser’s Colin Clouts 
Come Home Againe (pub. 
1595) describes visit to 
Kilcolman of Sir Walter 
Raleigh (right) and the local 
landscape 

From ���

Colin Clouts Come Home Againe���
���

“Old Father Mole, (Mole hight that mountain gray	

That walls the northside of Armulla dale)	

He had a daughter fresh as floure of May,	


Which gave that name unto that pleasant vale;	

Mulla, the daughter of old Mole, so hight	


The nimph, which of that water course has charge, 	

That, springing out of Mole, doth run downe right	


To Buttevant, where spreading forth at large,���
It giveth name unto that auncient Cittie,���
Which Kilnemullah cleped is of old:���

Whose ragged ruines breed great ruth and pittie,���
To travailers, which it from far behold.”	


Sir  Richard Boyle 
Visiting the Sites 

Thomas Butler, 10th 
Earl of Ormond Sir Philip Sidney 

Finished Castle Reconstruction 

Trial and error 

Website is multilayered and 
interdisciplinary, giving a "virtual 
tour"  of  the Munster Plantation as 
Spenser and Raleigh and their many 
neighbors knew it, including:  

 
•  current and ongoing research on the 

plantation by academics 
•  poetry, music 
•  historical sources (primary and 

secondary) 
•  geography (including modern and 

contemporary maps) 
•  recordings of Spenser’s poetry and  
    other writings related to visuals of 

his environment 
•  interactive maps 
•  3-D castle recreation 
•  Descriptions and stills of objects, 

with special emphasis on 
connections to Spenser’s writing 

Edmund Spenser is one of the canonical poets of the English renaissance, and 
some of his poetry focuses specifically on Ireland in a topographical manner. 

Project: We have created a website focusing on the colonial settlement and associated writing (poetry and prose) of Edmund Spenser and Sir Walter 
Raleigh, both of whom were "planters" or English colonial newcomers on the "Munster Plantation" in southwest Ireland in the late 16th century. The 
strength of such a website would be to recreate Spenser’s castle at Kilcolman and to connect the cultural and material history of both important figures  
with their writing. 

SONNET. LXV.���
 	


THE doubt which ye misdeeme, fayre loue, is vaine	

That fondly feare to loose your liberty,	


 when loosing one, two liberties ye gayne,	

and make him bond that bondage earst dyd fly.	

Sweet be the bands, the which true loue doth tye,	


without constraynt or dread of any ill:	

the gentle birde feeles no captiuity	


within her cage, but singes and feeds her fill.	

There pride dare not approch, nor discord spill	


the league twixt them, that loyal loue hath bound:	

but simple truth and mutuall good will,	


seekes with sweet peace to salue each others wound	

There fayth doth fearlesse dwell in brasen towre,	

and spotlesse pleasure builds her sacred bowre.	


Trade & Travel 

Writing 

Conflict 

Settlement 

Website is multi-layered, 
sophisticated, attractive and 
very useable for students, 
professors/ researchers, and 
laymen, containing imagery, 
audio, music, video, 3D 
models, and animations, 
produced by a collaborative 
team of scholars, artists, and 
media specialists. 

Tom’s original plan Sir Walter Raleigh 

Tower House Interior. View from south.  

Portrait of Elizabeth Boyle 

Ground Floor Parlor. View from south-east.  

Harp 

Mether 

View of castle complex from the north-east. 


