
Tab-Delimited Text to CSV to Excel to SPSS Sav 

 Megan Lowery downloaded a plain text file from the JSE archives.  As is often the case, this 

file had tab characters as the delimiter.  SAS expects that blank spaces will be used as delimiters, 

although it is possible to override this default.  I prefer to convert the file to Excel XLSX format.  Here 

is one way to do it. 

Open the Text File with Word 

CASE DRINKS SEX DOMINANT_SIDE FIRST_STUMBLE END_POSITION MATCH 

1 10 1 1 1 1 1 

2 6 1 1 1 1 1 

3 5 0 1 1 1 1 

 

 If you have toggled Show/Hide Formatting to show, you will see the tab characters expressed 

as arrows.  Use Find and Replace to replace all of the tab characters to commas. 

 

 

CASE,DRINKS,SEX,DOMINANT_SIDE,FIRST_STUMBLE,END_POSITION,MATCH 

1,10,1,1,1,1,1 

2,6,1,1,1,1,1 

3,5,0,1,1,1,1 

 

http://www.amstat.org/publications/jse/jse_data_archive.htm


 Now save the file and then changed the extension from .txt to .csv.  You can now open the file 

with Excel.  Do so, and then save it as an Excel xlsx file.  It is very easy to import an Excel file into 

SAS or SPSS. 

 Megan’s file was accompanied by a coding sheet, giving labels to the values of the grouping 

variables.  These can be applied in SAS using Proc Format and then the Format statement, but you 

must remember that you will need to create a new Data set to apply the format (alternatively, you 

could apply the format in each PROCedural statement to which you wish the format to apply.  This 

confuses the hell out of many students.  A more friendly method involves converting the file to SPSS 

.sav format.  Simply import the Excel file into SPSS and then set the value labels in the Values 

column of the Data Editor.  Then save the .sav file.  SPSS .sav files are easily imported into SAS, and 

they come in with variable names and value labels. 

 

 

 I could not resist taking a quick look at the zero-order correlations: 

Correlations 

 DRINKS SEX DOMINANT_SIDE FIRST_STUMBLE END_POSITION MATCH 

DRINKS 

Pearson 

Correlation 
1 .522

**
 .083 .064 -.030 .113 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .000 .310 .437 .714 .168 

SEX 

Pearson 

Correlation 
.522

**
 1 .192

*
 .086 .005 -.005 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000  .018 .295 .955 .947 



DOMINANT_SIDE 

Pearson 

Correlation 
.083 .192

*
 1 .417

**
 .167

*
 -.004 

Sig. (2-tailed) .310 .018  .000 .040 .959 

FIRST_STUMBLE 

Pearson 

Correlation 
.064 .086 .417

**
 1 .247

**
 -.004 

Sig. (2-tailed) .437 .295 .000  .002 .959 

END_POSITION 

Pearson 

Correlation 
-.030 .005 .167

*
 .247

**
 1 -.074 

Sig. (2-tailed) .714 .955 .040 .002  .366 

MATCH 

Pearson 

Correlation 
.113 -.005 -.004 -.004 -.074 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .168 .947 .959 .959 .366  

 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed). 

 

Return to Wuensch’s Data Files Page 

http://core.ecu.edu/psyc/wuenschk/data.htm

