
Merge-SPSS 

Merging Data Files In SPSS 
 

 You have two data files.  Each case in the one file corresponds to one case in the other file.  In 
both files each case has an identifier, and the identifiers match across cases.  You want to match up 
records by identifiers. 

 First, you must sort the records in each file by the identifier.  This can be done by clicking Data, 
Sort Cases, and then scooting the identifier into the “Sort by” box, OK. 

 

  

 

 I have used an alphanumeric identifier here, but usually I use a numeric identifier.  The syntax 
for the sort is: 

SORT CASES BY 

  ID (A) . 

 Bring the one file into SPSS.  Here I use the file Merge1.sav. 

 
 

 Click Data, Merge Files, Add Variables.   

 



 
 

 If the other file is open in SPSS you may select it from the box under “An open dataset.”  In this 
case the second file is not open, so I Browse to select it. 

 

 

 Continue. 

 



 

 Select “Match cases on key variables in sorted files” and “Both files provide cases.”  Scoot the 
identifier (ID, which was in the Excluded Variables box) into the Key Variables box.  OK. 

 

 
 

 Here is the syntax: 

GET 

  FILE='C:\Documents and Settings\Karl Wuensch\My Documents\ECU\SPSS\Merge1'+ 

 '.sav'. 

DATASET NAME DataSet1 WINDOW=FRONT. 

MATCH FILES /FILE=* 

 /FILE='C:\Documents and Settings\Karl Wuensch\My Documents\ECU\SPSS\Merge2.sav' 

 /BY ID. 

EXECUTE. 

 /BY ID. 

EXECUTE. 

 

 If you are the untrusting type and want to be very sure that the merge worked correctly, you 
can create a second ID column (ID2) in the second file, copy the contents of ID to ID2, and then do 
the merge.  For every case ID should equal ID2. 

 So, what happens if you have cases in one file that do not match up with cases in the other 
file.  I added one such case to each of Merge1 and Merge2 and the merged data looked like this: 

 



 

 You can also merge data files that have the same variables but different cases.  Click Help, 
search for “merge,” select “Merging data files with different cases.” 

 

Case of the Key Variable 

 I was merging two files from pre-post online surveys where the key variable was the student’s 
email address.  I discovered that case matters.  For example, if Joe Blow entered his address as 
JB0229@ECU.EDU on the pre-survey and jb0229@ecu.edu on the post-survey his two records were 
not merged.  The data came from the survey software in an Excel file.  The problem was resolved in 
this way:  1.) copy the key variable column from Excel to Word.  2.  Use Format, Change Case to 
change the text all upper or all lower case.  3.  Copy the column back into Excel. 

 Richard Sara, a city planning officer for Brisbane, Australia, explained to me another way to fix 
this problem:  create a new column in excel and enter a formula in excel. In the new column enter the 
formula '=lower(cell_ref)' where cell_ref is the cell you wish to change from upper/sentence/title case 
to lower case. Then 'copy, paste special, values' back into the email column. If you do this in both 
files, the email addresses will be consistent. There are also functions for =proper() and =upper() 
which work in the expected way. 

 

Duplicates on the Key Variable 

 I was merging two data files where the key variable was the email address of the respondent 
to an online survey.  I discovered that many of the respondents had completed the each survey more 
than once.  I needed to remove duplicates for the merge to work properly.  To help me find 
duplicates, I had SPSS create a frequency table for email addresses on each survey. 

 

Return to Wuensch’s SPSS Lessons Page 

Get the Merge1.sav and Merge2.sav files 

http://core.ecu.edu/psyc/wuenschk/SPSS/SPSS-Lessons.htm
http://core.ecu.edu/psyc/wuenschk/SPSS/SPSS-Data.htm

