
Importing Text Data Into JMP 

 Download the Ladybugs Data .  Remember where, on your computer, you saved the data file. 

These data were obtained from scatterplots in an article by N. H. Copp (Animal Behavior, 31,: 
424-430).  This article has been made available to you (in BlackBoard, under Articles), and I 
encourage you to read it.  Ladybugs tend to form large Winter aggregations, clinging to one another 
in large clumps, perhaps to stay warm.  These aggregations break up in the Spring.  Copp 
investigated ladybugs phototaxic response (tendency to go towards, or away from light) as a function 
of the ambient temperature.  Each subject is a group of 100 ladybugs in the laboratory.  The ladybugs 
were put in a testing apparatus where one side was lighted and the other side was dark. 

 Use the help facility in JMP.  Find the topic “Import Data.”  You will find that JMP  is able to 
import data from an impressive variety of sources.  Here I shall illustrate importing data from a plain 
text file. 

 From the Home window, select File, Open.  In the field to the right of the File Name, select 
“Text Files.”  Browse to the location of the data file.  In this case the data file is very simple – two 
columns of scores, a blank space between the score for variable one and the score for variable two, 
and one line of scores for each subject.  Selecting “Data, using best guess” should work fine here. 

The scores in column one are the ambient temperature.  Those in column two are the number 
of ladybugs that were observed on the lighted side of the testing apparatus. 

 

Click “Open.” 

 Here is what the data look like after being imported into JMP: 

http://core.ecu.edu/psyc/wuenschk/StatData/Ladybugs.dat


 

 Inspect the distribution of variable NumLighted.  Click Analyze, Distribution.  Select 
NumLighted. 

 

 

 

 Click OK. 



 

 Want more stats?  Click on the red arrow-head by NumLighted. 

 



 

 

 Check “Customize Summary Statistics.”  You will be given a list of statistics.  Check Skewness 
and Kurtosis, OK. 

 

Karl L. Wuensch, February, 2020 

http://core.ecu.edu/psyc/wuenschk/klw.htm

