
 Every once and a while one of my colleagues sends me a link to a psychic mind 
reader on the Internet with a request that I explain how it works. 

 The answer to this question is “number nine,” and the evil author of the mind 
reader is hoping that this phrase will play forwards and backwards in the deepest part of 
the subconscious minds of psychotic persons, leading them to murder and mayhem 
when voices tell them “turn me on, dead man,” as in Revolution 9 on the Beatles’ white 
album.  Or maybe they just want to get your attention and then sell you some crap. 

 Although different sites package this trick differently, they all ask you to think of a 
two digit number, sum the two digits, and then subtract that sum from the two digit 
number.  When you do this, the result will always be a multiple of 9, between 9 and 81.  
Remember this, it is critical to understanding the trick. 

 Bill Grossnickle send me the one that can be found at 
http://www.exstatica.net/flash/psychic.swf : 

 

 
 

 You are then instructed to consult the accompanying correspondence table and 
remember the symbol that is associated with the numerical result 
you obtained.  In the example above, notice that every multiple of 
9, from 9 to 81, is associated with the same symbol.  You note the 
symbol and click the ball. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolution_9
http://www.exstatica.net/flash/psychic.swf


 No matter what two-digit number you had started with, 
this symbol would be the correct response from the mind 
reader. 

 You are invited to try it again.  You select a different two 
digit number.  Your result is, again, a multiple of 9, between 9 
and 81.  In the new correspondence table every such multiple 
is associated with the same symbol, but that symbol is not the 
same as the one in the previous round.  All the mind reader 
has to do to trick you is display that symbol. 

 

 
 

 Mike McCammon found one at http://www.flashlightcreative.net/swf/mindreader/ . 

 Steve Tacker sent me this one:  http://www.regiftable.com/regiftingrobinpopup.html  

 

 
 

http://www.flashlightcreative.net/swf/mindreader/
http://www.regiftable.com/regiftingrobinpopup.html


 Again, which ever two digit number you pick, the result will be a multiple of 9 
between 9 and 81.  You click “Next.” 

 
 Notice that every multiple of 9 from 9 to 81 corresponds to the same gift.  All the 
mind reader has to do is display that gift. 



 

 

 When you try again, every multiple of 9 from 9 to 81 will again correspond to the 
same gift, but that gift will different from the one from the previous round. 



 

 

 I’ll take that bottle of wine, thank you, in return for having explained this trick to 
you. 
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